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Presentation Topics - I

ÅOverview of importance of search 
engines and Google, the world's most 
popular 

ÅImportance of "telling your story" and 
why Google wants to hear it 

ÅImportance of structure in your content 

ÅSeven steps to make your site Google 
friendly 



Presentation Topics - II

ÅImportance of frequent content updates 

ÅWhat about content in JavaScript and Flash 

ÅWhat about your dynamic content 

ÅAvoid making your site a spider trap 

ÅHow to avoid blacklisting by Google 

ÅA word about Adwords or other "pay for 
position" programs



Presentation Topics ïIII
New Developments

ÅTag Cloud

ÅGoogle-friendly Flash

ÅSite Management



Importance of Effective Search Results

ÅNearly 90% of users will use a search 
engine or ñsearchò as their first choice to 
find information

Å79% of users will enter one word

Å89% of those who entered a second 
word as a search term will stop and not 
enter a third word

Å93% of users will not try again



Importance of Effective Search Results

Conclusion:

You must position your information for 
people to browse to it through your sitesô 
navigation/hierarchy and to search for it.



Importance of Google

ÅAs of April 2009 (Source: comScore)

VGoogle accounted for 61.9% of all search 
requests (+11.9% from 2006)

VYahoo! 20.9% (-1.1%)

VMSN 8.9% (-2.1%)

ÅCan search for text in 41 different 
languages

ÅCan in many ways supplant, replace, or 
compete with your own web sitesô 
search engine



What Do Your Pages Say?

If your users canôt find your products, you donôt have themé
--Jakob Nielsen, E-Commerce User Experience

Page content, structure, and positioning are the 
most important elements 

in searching through Google.



7 Steps to Make Your Site 
Google-Friendly
ÅStep I: Analyze Your Site and Your Sitesô 

Content

VWhat words, phrases, terms and expressions do 
you want on your pages?

VAre the words and phrases that you want to 
emphasize on your pages?

VIf yes, 
- Can Google find the page in your link structure starting at 

your home page?

- Where are the words positioned on the page? The earlier 
the words appear, the more relevant they are to Google.

VIf no, é



7 Steps to Make Your Site 
Google-Friendly
ÅStep I: Analyze Your Site and Your Sitesô 
Content (contôd.)

ÅGet metrics for ñbefore and afterò, oré

Åé to ñrule outò other issues
VLack of clarity on the issues

VConfusing the issue ñcanôt find the pagesò with 
ñthere is little page trafficò

VTwo entirely different issues

ÅTo get a ñbottom lineò footprint of your site
VSite:www.yourdomain.com



7 Steps to Make Your Site 
Google-Friendly

ÅWhat is your footprint?

ÅHint: You can use this technique above to 
circumvent your sitesô search engine



7 Steps to Make Your Site 
Google-Friendly
ÅStep II: Structure Your Content and Structure 

Content Consistently Throughout the Site

VGoal: increase the relevance of your words, 
terms and phrases

VTake advantage of HTML tagging
- <title> and <h1> tag text should be identical

- First sentence of your opening paragraph should 
restate your <title> and <h1>

- If you are displaying marketing/product information, 
your main image should repeat

- Make sure key words, phrases in 1st 250 words



7 Steps to Make Your Site 
Google-Friendly

Consistency



7 Steps to Make Your Site 
Google-Friendly

ÅWhat does Google ñseeò?
Lynx Viewer
http://www.delorie.com/web/lynxview.html

ÅEnter the URL to analyze 

http://www.delorie.com/web/lynxview.html


7 Steps to Make Your Site 
Google-Friendly



7 Steps to Make Your Site 
Google-Friendly



7 Steps to Make Your Site 
Google-Friendly
ÅStep III: Analyze how you use images

VUse images to accentuate the points you are 
trying to make with your web content

VDo not use images as a substitute for words

VNever, NEVER use images as a page title or a 
substitute for <h1>. Use WORDS for your titles. 
Google cannot read the text in images.

VUse alt tags for all images, using your keywords

VProvide a text caption for your images as 
necessary and use your key words and phrases 
where relevant



7 Steps to Make Your Site 
Google-Friendly

Note ñaltò tag 
and caption



7 Steps to Make Your Site 
Google-Friendly
ÅStep IV: Techniques to link to additional 

content on your site

VFlat text links
- The link text must have the same text as your 
target pageôs title

- Add ñtitleò parameters for your links

VDo NOT
- Use words like ñClick hereò, ñmoreò, etc.

- Use an image as a link, unless you also have 
linked text also (e.g., icons of file formats)

- Have links that start with ñjavascript:ò and refer 
to JavaScript functions



7 Steps to Make Your Site 
Google-Friendly

Text Links with descriptive 

names that match the 

target pageôs title.

Good, optimal  
technique to 
link to a PDF 
file



7 Steps to Make Your Site 
Google-Friendly

Less optimal  
technique to link 
to a PDF file (note 
the link is an icon, 
not text)



7 Steps to Make Your Site 
Google-Friendly

Note the ñtitleò 
parameter for link text



7 Steps to Make Your Site 
Google-Friendly

Note target 
text, title 
and intro 
match link 
source


